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ANNCR: 

PRESIDENT FORD SIGNED A LA‘! ON TUESDAY CREATING AN 
OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY IN THE WHITE HOUSE, 
VOA SCIENCE EDITOR LASZLO DOSA HAS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 
VOICE: 

LEADERS OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY FROM ALL PARTS OF 
THE UNITED STATES WERE INVITED TO THE BILL-SIGIHING CERENONY 
IN THE EAST GARDEN OF THE WITE HOUSE. AS HE SIGNED THE 
LEGISLATION, MISTER FORD QUOTED THOMAS JEFFERSON, THE 
SCIENTIST-PHILOSOPHER, THIRD PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
WHO OBSERVED TWO-HUNDRED YEARS AGO THAT "KNOWLEDGE IS POWER, 
KNOWLEDGE IS SAFETY, KNONLEDGE I$ HAPPINESS." 

JEFFERSON, THE AUTHOR OF THE U.S. DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE AND ONE OF THE GREAT MINDS OF HIS AGE, RECOGIIZED 
THAT THE PURSUIT AND WISE APPLICATION OF NEW KNOWLEDGE ARE 
ESSENTIAL TO ANY NATION'S PROGRESS. COPT) AND, AS PRESIDENT FORD 
NOTED, JEFFERSON SUPPORTED THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO EXPAND AMERICA'S 
PHYSICAL AND INTELLECTUAL FRONTIERS -- THE NEW NATION'S 
EXPLORERS, SCIENTISTS, INVENTORS, ENGINEERS AND TEACHERS. 


SCIENCE, ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY HAVE COMBINED TO 


BECOME A BASIC FORCE IN AMERICAN LIFE, A FORCE ~~ SAID PRESIDENT 
FORD ~~ THAT "AMERICA HAS SHARED WITH THE WORLD FOR THE ULTIMATE 
BENEFIT OF MANKIND." (END OPT) 


THE NEWLY ESTABLISHED WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY POLICY WILL PROVIDE THE PRESIDENT WITH EXPERT 
ADVICE ON THE SCIENTIFIC AND ENGINEERING ASPECTS OF ISSUES 


THAT REQUIRE ATTENTION AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT. 
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AMONG ITS FUNCTIONS WILL BE TO WATCH FOR EMERGING PROBLEMS 
WHICH HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED THRCUGH SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, AND 
TO SEARCH FOR WAYS SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CAN CONTRIBUTE TO 
THE ACHIEVENENT OF WATIOIAL GOALS. 

THE OFFICE OF SCIENCE ADVISOR Iii THE WHITE HOUSE WAS FIRST 
ESTABLISHED IN THE LATE NINETEEHM-FIFTIES. IT WAS ABOLISHED 
DURING THE NIXOl ADMINISTRATION AND SINCE THEN THE DIRECTOR 
OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION HAS BEEN ADVISING THE 
PRESIDENT ON SCIENTIFIC MATTERS, 

ELEVEN MONTHS AGO, PRESIDENT FORD ASKED CONGRESS TO 
ESTABLISH BY LAW THE OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY. 
IT WAS THIS LAW, FINALLY PASSED 8Y BOTH THE SENATE AND THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THAT THE PRESIDENT SIGNED TUESDAY 
MORNING, HE TOOK THE OCCASION TO URGE CONGRESS TO APPROVE 
THE NEW BUDGET VilICif CALLS FOR A NEARLY TUENTY-F IVE-THOUSAND- 
MILLIGH DOLLAR EXPENDITURE Off SCEENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMS FINANCED BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. THIS REPRESENTS 
AN ELEVEN PERCENT INCREASE OVER PAST FEDERAL SPENDING FOR 


BASIC AND APPLIED SCIENCE. 
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